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Unit 5 - Change 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The objectives for this unit are: 

 

- vocabulary: learn words and phrases for discussing working 

practices. 

- communication: practise giving a formal presentation. 

- grammar: study how to speculate about future changes. 
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Unit 5 - Changes – Vocabulary I 

 
The following words and phrases appear in the text you are going to read in this section: 

 

era a particular period of time that is different from other periods. 

When she left the firm, it was the end of an era. 

 

aversion to a strong feeling of not liking something/somebody. 

Sam is so lazy, she seems to have an aversion to work. 

 

seamless without any difficulties or delays between one stage and the next. 

There was a seamless transfer of power from the director to her replacement. 

 

 

Discussing working practices: Read the text and complete the 

survey 

Read the text. How good is your organization at changing with the times? Decide to what extent 

you agree with the statements below in relation to your workplace.  
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Discussing working practices: Categorize the words 
Are the words in green in the text adjectives, verbs or nouns? Put the word in the correct column. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussing working practices: Practice 
Choose the correct words to complete the dialogue. 
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Unit 5 - Changes – Vocabulary II 

 
The following words and phrases appear in the recording from the online course: 

 

Lay out plan how something should look and arrange it in this way 

Our office is laid out in an open plan style without individual cubicles.  

 

ongoing continuing to exist or develop 

Training is part of our ongoing career development programme. 

 

sponsor a person who introduces and supports a proposal for a new law, plan, etc. 

Larry Smith MP is a leading sponsor of the immigration bill. 

 

Discussing working practices: Complete the collocations 
Complete the verb + noun collocations. 
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Discussing working practices: Match the collocations with the 

meanings 
Match the collocations with the meanings. 

 

1. Predict what things could go wrong or be difficult 

2. Make it possible or easier for things to change 

3. When two or more people share what they know 

4. Judge how much something has developed 

5. Make people excited about something 

6. Provide what a particular person or group needs 

7. Successfully produce or cause something good 

8. Judge how much success has been achieved 

 

 

Unit 5 - Changes - Communication 
 

 Key words from the unit related to giving a formal presentation: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Level 11 Upper-Advanced C1  
 

38 

 

Giving a formal presentation: Categorize the phrases 
Match the phrases with the functions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giving a formal presentation: Practice 
Write the correct words to complete the sentences. 

I’d like to start by saying/speaking/telling that  

the results of the focus groups were 

encouraging. 

 

I’ll digress/repeat/return again later to the focus-

group findings.  

 

Going to/Turning on/Turning to the new 

working conditions, we have found these have 

been well received. 

 

Now I don’t know if you are 

aware/familiar/knowledgeable with the 

American system. 

 

And that brings me to my best/key/major point.  

 

I’ve cut/divided/structured my talk up into 

four sections. 

 

As I have said/said/told earlier, this is not a 

reason to delay the start of the project.  

 

Just to digress/repeat/return for a second, 

I’d like to tell you an interesting story.  

 

To conclude/finish/sum up, we need to keep 

making progress.  

 

Just to fill/say/tell you in on some of the 

background information. 
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Unit 5 - Changes – Grammar: Future tenses 
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Speculating about future changes: Practice 
Choose the correct word to complete the sentences. 

 

1. By the end of the decade, more countries are expected to adopted/be adopting/have 

adopted the euro. 

2. Increasing tolerance and cultural understanding may/might/must surely become the 

priority. 

3. Levels of pollution are expected to be reducing/have reduced/reduced substantially 

by 2050. 

4. We expect this trend is going to/must/will only increase over the next 20 years. 

5. We will be spending/have spent/spent 15 million euros by the time the project is 

completed.  

6. Although it may be likely/possible/probable, I think it’s highly unlikely in this case. 

7. Changes in working practices are bound to be happening/happen/have happened 

sooner or later. 

8. The financial crisis can/can’t/could affect our company, so we should be prepared. 

9. John is going to/probably/will attend the sales conference next month. 

10. In November, Mary will be working/have been working/work in the company for 20 

years - we should buy her a gift. 
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