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Unit 4 - Britain 

 

 
 

The objectives for this unit are: 

 

- reading: read an extract from George Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-Four 

- colloquial English: learn some Orwellian language. 
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Unit 4 - Britain - Reading: Key phrases 

 

The following words and phrases appear in the text you are going to read in this section: 

 

china white clay used to make delicate Cups, plates, etc. 

The vase is made of china. 

  

wink close one eye and open it again quickly 

He winked at the boss as he said it. 

  

sloppiness the State of containing too much liquid 

The food was inedible due to its sloppiness. 

  

pannikin a metal container for drink or food 

Penny packed her pannikin in her backpack. 

  

pedant a person who is too concerned with small details or rules especially when learning or teaching 

The new consultant is a bit of a pedant, to be honest. 

 

wastage amount of something that is wasted 

There is little wastage from the new production processes. 

  

afterthought a thing that is thought of, said or added later, and is often not carefully planned 

They only invited Jack and Sarah as an afterthought. 

  

vapid lacking interest or intelligence 

That is a vapid use of our resources. 

  

unorthodox different from what is usual or accepted 

We chose an unorthodox method of negotiation. 

  

divine find out something by guessing 

She could divine what he was thinking just by looking at him. 

  

abolish officially end a law, a system, or an institution 

This tax should be abolished. 
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Nineteen Eighty-Four: Read the text and answer the questions. 
Decide if the statements from the text are true, false. 
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1. Winston likes the gin.  

2. The food is appetizing.  

3. Syme works for a newspaper.  

4. Newspeak has fewer words than Oldspeak.  

5. Nobody speaks Oldspeak.  

6. Syme believes people will stop thinking in the future. 

 

 

Nineteen Eighty-Four: Read the text and answer the questions. 
Complete the sentences with the correct words. 
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Unit 4 - Britain - Orwellian language  

 

The following words and expressions from the extract of Nineteen Eighty-Four were invented or 

popularized by George Orwell. They are now commonly used in English:: 

 

newspeak language that is not clear or honest, for example the language that is used in political 

propaganda 

'Negative growth' is newspeak for contraction. 

  

Big Brother a person or organization exercising total control over people's lives 

Big Brother will be watching you from next week when security cameras start to operate in London. 

  

thoughtcrime an idea or opinion that is considered socially unacceptable or criminal 

You have to be careful about what you write online, in case you are accused of committing a 

thoughtcrime. 

  

prole (informal, derogatory) a member of the working class 

The proles have no jobs and no hope under this government. 

 

The following colloquial words and expressions also appear in the extract: 

 

gabble talk quickly so that people cannot hear you clearly or understand you 

She was nervous and started to gabble. 

  

get on used to talk or ask about how well somebody is doing in a particular situation 

How's your painting getting on? 

  

be on the tip of your tongue if a word or name is on the tip of your tongue, you are sure that you know 

it but you cannot remember it 

Oh, I've forgotten the name of the film ... it's on the tip of my tongue. 

  

be written in / on someone's face be very obvious to other people from the expression on somebody's 

face 

He had seen terrible things - it was written in his face. 
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Orwellian language: Practice 
Add the correct words to complete the sentences.: 

 

1 In the Soviet Union many dissidents were imprisoned for ______  

2 How are you ______ with the leaflet design? 

3 Politicians often use ______ to deliberately mislead voters. 

4 I've forgotten the name of the restaurant we went to in Paris ... it's on the tip of my ______. 

5 I can't stand him - he's always ______ about women, cars, and football. 

6 With surveillance cameras all over the city, it's difficult to escape the watch of ______. 

7 Referring to ordinary working-class folk as ______ is disrespectful and offensive. 

8 I could tell that his team had lost the match - it was written in his ______. 
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