En esta unidad vas a:
leer la historia del video sobre un concurso de television que presenta
Robbie Ryman
aprender a formar frases con adjetivos comparativos y superlativos
aprender vocabulario sobre accidentes geograficos y sobre materiales
aprender expresiones que se utilizan para hablar de tu familia.
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Video

Best Brain in Britain

Introduction And now, on Quiz Channel, it’s
Robbie Ryman and Best Brain in
Britain!

Robbie Hello! Good evening! I'm Robbie Ryman
and welcome to tonight’s quiz, Best Brain
in Britain! On our quiz tonight, we have
Dr Ruth Steinley. Dr Steinley is a lecturer
in philosophy at Oxford University.

Ruth  Good evening.

Robbie And Wayne Wallace. Wayne’s a builder
from Basildon in Essex.

Wayne Hi.

Robbie Now, the rules are very simple. I'll ask

a question and the first person to press
the buzzer can answer the question.
The contestant with the most points
tonight will return for our Grand Final on
December 15", Are you ready? Fingers
on the buzzers. Which is the highest
mountain in the world?

Introduccion Y ahora, en el Canal de los

Robbie

Ruth
Robbie

Wayne
Robbie

Concursos, Robbie Ryman... jy El
mejor cerebro de Gran Bretanal

jHola! jBuenas noches! Soy Robbie
Ryman, bienvenidos al concurso de
esta noche, iEl mejor cerebro de Gran
Bretana! En el programa de esta noche
tenemos a la doctora Ruth Steinley. La
doctora Steinley es profesora de Filosofia
en la Universidad de Oxford.

Buenas noches.

Y a Wayne Wallace. Wayne es albariil en
Basildon, Essex.

Hola.

Bien, las reglas son muy sencillas. Yo
haré una pregunta y el primero que
apriete el pulsador puede responderia.
El concursante que consiga mas puntos
esta noche volvera para participar en la
gran final del 15 de diciembre. ¢ Estdis
listos? Manos al pulsador. ;Cual es la
montafa mas alta del mundo?

Ruth presses the buzzer.

Robbie Ruth?

Ruth Mount Everest. 8,848 metres.

Robbie Phew! I'm sure you're right, Ruth. |
only wanted the name of the mountain!
Next question. Which is older, Oxford
University or Cambridge University?

88 |
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Ruth le da al pulsador.

Robbie
Ruth
Robbie

¢cRuth?

El monte Everest. 8.848 metros.

iVaya! Seguro que tienes razon, Ruth.
jPero solo preguntaba por el nombre de
la montarial Siguiente pregunta. ;Qué
universidad es mds antigua: la de Oxford
o0 la de Cambridge?
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Ruth presses the buzzer.

Robbie I'm sure you’ll know this one, Ruth.

Ruth Yes. Oxford University is older than
Cambridge. Oxford started in 1117 and
Cambridge in 1209.

Robbie Another correct answer for Dr Ruth
Steinley. Wake up, Wayne. You'll have
to be quicker than that! Next question.
Which is the driest ...?

Ruth presses the buzzer.

Robbie Wait for Robbie, Ruth!

Ruth  The Atacama Desert in Chile.

Robbie Yes, well, Ruth, | didn’t finish the question.
Which is the driest place in the world?
But you got the right answer. Three points
to Ruth! Come on, Wayne! You're falling
behind! Next question. Which is the most
expensive metal: gold, silver ...?7

Ruth presses the buzzer.

Ruth  Gold.

Robbie Oh, dear! Wrong! Too fast, Ruth. | didn’t
finish the question! The question was ...
Which is the most expensive metal: gold,
silver or platinum? And the correct answer
is ...

Wayne Platinum.

Robbie Yes. Platinum is more expensive than
gold. Sorry, Ruth. Wait for Robbie, OK?
Question five. Route 66 is the most
famous highway in the United States.
Where does it start and finish?

Wayne presses the buzzer.

Robbie Wayne?

0858_11p087-096.indd 89

Ruth le da al pulsador.

Robbie Estoy seguro de que esta la sabes, Ruth.

Ruth Si. La Universidad de Oxford es mas antigua
que la de Cambridge. La de Oxford se fundd
en 1117 y la de Cambridge, en 1209.

Robbie Otra respuesta correcta para la doctora
Ruth Steinley. Despierta, Wayne. jTendras
que ser mas rapido! Siguiente pregunta.
¢Cual es el lugar mas seco...?

Ruth le da al pulsador.

Robbie jEspera a que termine, Ruth!

Ruth El desierto de Atacama, en Chile.

Robbie Si, Ruth, pero no habia terminado la
pregunta. ¢;Cual es el lugar mas seco del
mundo? Pero tu respuesta es correcta. Tres
puntos para Ruth! Vamos, Wayne! jTe estas
qQuedando atras! Siguiente pregunta. ¢Cual
es el metal mds caro: €l oro, la plata...?

Ruth le da al pulsador.

Ruth El oro.

Robbie ;Oh, vaya! jNo es correcto! Demasiado
rapida, Ruth. jNo habia terminado la
preguntal La pregunta era... ;Cual es
el metal mas caro: el oro, la plata o el
platino? Y la respuesta correcta es...

Wayne El platino.

Robbie Si. El platino es mas caro que el oro. Lo
siento, Ruth. Espera a que termine la
pregunta, ¢vale? Quinta pregunta. La Ruta
66 es la autopista mas famosa de Estados
Unidos. ;Dénde empieza y donde acaba?

Wayne le da al pulsador.

Robbie ¢Wayne?

89 )
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Video

Wayne | know this. It goes from Chicago to LA.
More than 2,000 miles all the way.

Robbie LA?

Wayne Los Angeles.

Robbie That’s correct! Well done!

Wayne It's a famous song. The Rolling Stones

recorded it.
Robbie Right. | didn’t know that.
Wayne | did.

Robbie So after five questions, the score is Ruth
— three, Wayne — one. The questions are
going to be more difficult now so wait
for Robbie, OK? Next question, football.
What was England’s worst defeat in an
international football match ... Wait for
Robbie! And what was the score?

Wayne Esta la sé. Va desde Chicago hasta L.A.
Tiene mas de 2.000 millas (3.200 km).

Robbie ¢L.A.?

Wayne Los Angeles.

Robbie [Correcto! iMuy bien!

Wayne Es una cancion famosa. Los Rolling
Stones la grabaron.

Robbie Vaya. Eso no lo sabia.

Wayne Yo si.

Robbie Despuges de cinco preguntas, el resultado
es: Ruth tres, Wayne uno. Ahora las
preguntas van a ser mas dificiles, asi que
esperad a que termine de hacerlas, ¢;vale?
La siguiente pregunta es de futbol. ;Cual
ha sido la peor derrota de Inglaterra en un
partido de futbol internacional...? jEsperad
a que termine! ;Y cudl fue el resultado?

Wayne presses the buzzer.

Robbie Wayne?

Wayne England versus Hungary. England lost seven
—one. That was in Budapest in 1954.

Robbie Correct! That’s much better, Wayne. Are
you an England fan?

Wayne Yeah, | watch every game.

Robbie How about you, Ruth?

Ruth I’'m afraid | don’t know anything about
football.

Robbie OK, and the next question ... don’t worry,
Ruth, it isn’t about sport! Which is the
biggest mammal in the world?

Wayne presses the buzzer just before Ruth.

Robbie Oh, that was close! Wayne was just faster
that time. Wayne?
Wayne The blue whale is the biggest.

% |
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Wayne le da al pulsador.

Robbie ;Wayne?

Wayne Inglaterra contra Hungria. Inglaterra perdio
siete a uno. Fue en Budapest en 1954.

Robbie jCorrecto! Mucho mejor, Wayne. ¢Eres
hincha de la seleccion inglesa?

Wayne Si, veo todos los partidos.

Robbie (Y tu, Ruth?

Ruth Me temo que no sé nada de futbol.

Robbie Bien, siguiente pregunta... No te preocupes,
Ruth, jno es de deportes! ;Cual es el
mamifero mas grande del mundo?

Wayne le da al pulsador justo antes que Ruth.

Robbie jHuy, por poco, Ruth! Wayne ha sido mas
rapido esta vez. ;Wayne?
Wayne La ballena azul es el mas grande.
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Video

Robbie Correct! Robbie jCorrecto!

Wayne | watch a lot of wildlife programmes on Wayne Veo muchos documentales de naturaleza
TV. en la tele.

Robbie Did you know the answer, Ruth? Robbie ¢Sabias la respuesta, Ruth?

Ruth  Yes, | did. Ruth  Si.

Robbie The score is Ruth — three, Wayne — three. Robbie FEl resultado es: Ruth tres, Wayne tres.
And this is the last question. Now, the Y hemos llegado a la dltima pregunta.
rules for the last question are different. Bien, las reglas de la ultima pregunta
[t's not the fastest answer, but the best son distintas. No se trata de responder
answer, OK? So, write your answers on mas rapido, sino de dar la mejor
the card. And you have to give me a repuesta, ¢vale? Asi que tenéis que
reason. Are you ready? Which is more escribir vuestras respuestas en la tarjeta.
dangerous, a crocodile or a mosquito? Y explicar porqué habéis dado esa

respuesta. ¢ Estais listos? ;Qué es mas
peligroso. un cocodrilo o un mosquito?

Ruth  That’s easy! Ruth  jQué facill

Ruth and Wayne write their answers on the
cards.

Ruth y Wayne escriben sus respuestas en las

tarjetas.
Robbie Show me your cards! Robbie jEnsefiadme vuestras tarjetas!

Ruth has written ‘crocodile’ on her card. Wayne
has written ‘mosquito’ on his card.

Ruth ha escrito “cocodrilo” en su tarjeta y
Wayne ha puesto “mosquito” en la suya.

Robbie Why is a crocodile more dangerous than Robbie ¢Por qué es mas peligroso un cocodrilo
a mosquito, Ruth? que un mosquito, Ruth?

Ruth Well, it’s a silly question. A crocodile bite Ruth Pues es una pregunta muy tonta. El
will Kill you. mordisco de un cocodrilo es letal.

Robbie OK. Wayne? Robbie Bien. ;Wayne?

Wayne A mosquito. Crocodiles kill a few people Wayne Un mosquito. Los cocodrilos matan a
every year, that’s true. But you might get unas cuantas personas al afio, eso es
malaria from a mosquito bite, and millions verdad. Pero la picadura de un mosquito
of people die from malaria every year. puede transmitir la malaria y millones de

personas mueren de malaria cada afio.

Robbie And ... Wayne gave us the best answer! Robbie Y... Wayne ha dado la mejor respuestal

So Wayne is this week’s winner!

Wayne es el ganador de esta semana!

0858_11p087-096.indd 91

91)

4/9/08 9:35:40 am ‘



Comparatives and superlatives (short adjectives)

Los comparative adjectives (adjetivos comparativos) y
superlative adjectives (adjetivos superlativos) se emplean
para comparar sustantivos.

En inglés se consideran short adjectives (adjetivos cortos)
los adjetivos de una silaba, como big; los adjetivos de dos
silabas acabados en -y, como happy, y algunos adjetivos
de dos silabas que no acaban en -y, como quiet.

Adjetivos cortos en grado comparativo

El grado comparativo de los adjetivos cortos se forma
afadiendo la terminacion -er: big > bigger (ver mas
adelante Ortografia). En las frases comparativas,

el adjetivo va seguido de la palabra than (que). La
estructura ‘comparativo en -er + than’ equivale en
espafol a ‘més + adjetivo + que’.

The Nile is longer than the Amazon.
El Nilo es mas largo que el Amazonas.

Everest is higher than K2.
El Everest es mas alto que el K2.

Adjetivos cortos en grado superlativo

El grado superlativo de los adjetivos cortos se forma

afadiendo la terminacion -est y colocando el articulo

determinado the delante del adjetivo: big > the biggest. En
‘ espanol, equivale a la estructura ‘el / la + méas + adjetivo’.

The Nile is the longest river.
El Nilo es el rio mas largo.

Everest is the highest mountain.
El Everest es la montafia mas alta.

Ortografia

Al formar el comparativo o el superlativo de un adjetivo
corto acabado en -e, solo se ahade -r o -st, por gj.:
large > larger > largest.

Russia is larger than Canada.
Rusia es mas grande que Canada.

Russia is the largest country.
Rusia es el pais mas grande.

Al formar el comparativo o superlativo de un adjetivo
corto acabado en consonante-vocal-consonante, se suele
duplicar la consonante final.

The Pacific is bigger than the Atlantic.
El Pacifico es mas grande que el Atlantico.

Al formar el comparativo o superlativo de un adjetivo corto
acabado en -y, esta se convierte en -/ al ahadir -er o -est,
por €j.: healthy > healthier > healthiest.

Fruit salad is the healthiest dessert.
La macedonia de frutas es el postre mas sano. /

1 Elige el adjetivo correcto.

Yesterday was the colder / coldest day of the year.
Your car is cleaner / cleanest than mine.

| think Biology is easier / easiest than Physics.
Which is the safer / safest way to travel?

A b WON =

The Mediterranean is warmer / warmest than the
Atlantic.

My brother’s hair is darker / darkest than mine.

~N o

August is usually the hotter / hottest month.
8 My flat is bigger / biggest than yours.

2 Completa las frases utilizando los adjetivos en
grado comparativo o superlativo.

I’'m taller than my brothers. (tall)

My TV was than yours. (cheap)
Brazil is the country in South America. (large)
Who's the person in your office? (young)

Vegetables are than chips. (healthy)
than the bus. (fast)

person | know! (rude)

The train will be
Your brother is the
Jill bought the
London is always

mobile phone in the shop. (small)
than Oxford. (busy)

0w N OO A ON =
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Comparatives and superlatives (long adjectives)

En inglés se consideran long adjectives (adjetivos largos)
los adjetivos que tienen tres o mas silabas y algunos
adjetivos de dos silabas:

dangerous expensive comfortable beautiful
peligroso/a  caro/a cémodo/a bonito/a
tiring boring careful useful
cansado/a aburrido/a  cuidadoso/a atil

Adjetivos largos en grado comparativo

El grado comparativo de los adjetivos largos se forma
con la estructura ‘more + adjetivo + than’, que equivale
en espanol a ‘mas + adjetivo + que’, o con la estructura
‘less + adjetivo + than’, que equivale a ‘menos + adjetivo
+ que’.

Waterskiing is more exciting than swimming.
El esqui acuatico es mas emocionante que la natacion.

Swimming is less exciting than waterskiing.
La natacion es menos emocionante que el esqui
acuatico.

Adjetivos largos en grado superlativo

El grado superlativo de los adjetivos largos se forma

afadiendo the most (el més... / la mas...) o the least (el
‘ menos... / la menos...) delante del adjetivo.

Parascending is the most exciting sport.
El parascending es el deporte mas emocionante.

Cricket is the least exciting sport.
El cricket es el deporte menos emocionante.

Adjetivos irregulares

Las formas comparativas y superlativas de algunos
adjetivos, como good o bad, son irregulares y hay que
aprendérselas de memoria: good > better > best;

bad > worse > worst.

Fridays are better than Mondays.
Los viernes son mejores que los lunes.

Saturdays are the best.
Los sabados son los mejores.

Rats are worse than mice.
Las ratas son peores que los ratones.

Mosquitoes are the worst.
Los mosquitos son los peores.

jOJO! Con estos comparativos no se emplea more.

Summer is better than winter.
El verano es mejor que el invierno.

/

3 Escribe frases completas utilizando los
adjetivos en grado comparativo o superlativo.

Chinese / difficult / language / in the world
Chinese is the most difficult language in the
world.

1 the country / quiet / the city

2 my sister / attractive / person | know

3 | think / skiing / exciting / sport

4 her camera / good / mine

5 my mother / polite / my father

6 swimming / relaxing / tennis

7 Monday / bad / day of the week

8 platinum / expensive / metal

4 Completa los didlogos utilizando los adjetivos
en grado comparativo o superlativo.

Did you enjoy your trip to Paris?
Oh yes. Paris is the most beautiful city in Europe!
(beautiful)

1 Can you remember your wedding day?

Yes, | can. It was
life! (good)

day of my

2 Do you think Emma would like a bag or a CD?

| think a bag is than a CD.

(useful)

3 How long did it take you to fly to Australia?

Two days. The flight was
of the holiday. (tiring)

4 Why don't you buy a motorbike?

Oh, no. Motorbikes are
cars. (dangerous)

5 How are you?

Not very well. | feel
yesterday. (bad)

6 Did he buy a new suit?

Yes, he did. He bought
the shop! (expensive)

than

part

than | did

suit in

0858_11p087-096.indd 93

4/9/08 9:35:50 am



Geographical features

mountain desert hill
montana desierto colina

river
rio

waterfall wood rainforest
cascada, catarata bosque selva tropical

volcano
volcan

ocean
océano

1 Completa las frases con la palabra correcta.

They live near
the river.

4 She walked through
the

1 We walked to the top of 5 They swam in

the

the

2 | can see the 6 We live in a beautiful

7 The Pacific is the
largest

3 I'dliketogotoa
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Materials

glass plastic
cristal, vidrio plastico

rubber concrete
goma, caucho

cemento, hormigon

wood
madera

stone
piedra

cardboard

cartén /

2 Resuelve el crucigrama.

Across

© 0O N O

10
11

We use this to make books and newspapers.

We use this to make sports medals.
We use this to make bottles for water.
We use this to make boxes.

We use this to make sports cups.

We use this to make walls.

We use this to make car tyres.

Down

1

N o WON

We use this to make windows.

We use this to make knives and forks.
We use this to make furniture.

We use this to make buildings.

We use this to make disks.

| -‘l
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Talking about your family

Para describir a familiares

Las siguientes expresiones se utilizan
para describir a los miembros de la
familia:

My grandmother’s 85.
Mi abuela tiene 85 anos.

I’'ve got two brothers and a sister.
Tengo dos hermanos y una hermana.

My mum’s really kind.
Mi madre es muy buena.

My sister’s very clever.
Mi hermana es muy lista.

My dad’s quite intelligent.
Mi padre es bastante inteligente.

My cousin’s very tall.
Mi primo es muy alto.

Para comparar a familiares

Las siguientes expresiones se
utilizan para comparar a los
miembros de la familia:

My niece is the most beautiful
person in my family.

Mi sobrina es la mas guapa de mi
familia.

Who'’s the tallest person in your
family?
¢ Quién es el mas alto de tu familia?

Is your brother older than you?
¢, Tu hermano es mayor que tu?

Who’s the worst cook in your
family?

¢ Quién es el que peor cocina de tu
familia”?

Para indicar que no se sabe algo

Las siguientes expresiones se
utilizan cuando no se sabe la
respuesta a una pregunta o no se
esta seguro de algo:

I really don’t know.
La verdad es que no lo sé.

| couldn’t tell you.
No sabria decirte.

I’'ve no idea.
No tengo ni idea.

I’m sorry, | don’t know.
Lo siento, no lo sé.

I really haven’t a clue.
No tengo ni idea.

I’m not really sure.
No estoy muy seguro.

1 Completa el didlogo con las frases del recuadro.

She’s 25.

My great-grandfather.

Yes, I've got one sister.

I’'ve no ideal

My nephew Tom. He’s two.

Yes, she is, and she’s got two children.

2 Completa el didlogo con las expresiones del
recuadro.

aclue don’t know
really sure tell you

I’m sorry no idea

Who's the nicest person in your family?

I’'m not
Who's the worst cook in your family?

Is your cousin taller than you?
| couldn’t
How much does your sister earn?

Who's the most beautiful person in your family?

, I don’t know.

Who's the most interesting person in your family?

Rachel Have you got any brothers and sisters? 1 Lisa

Isabel 1 Jane
Rachel How old is she? 2 Laura
Isabel 2 Kevin | really
Rachel Is she married? 3 Liz

Isabel 3 David
Rachel Who's the youngest person in your family? 4 Ben

Isabel 4 Alice I've
Rachel And who's the oldest person in your family? 5 Jo

Isabel 5 Kate
Rachel How old is he? 6 Chris
Isabel 6 Phil
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