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Unit 6 - Risk 

 

 
 

 
The objectives for this unit are: 

 

- vocabulary: learn words and phrases for talking about different 

kinds of risk. 

- communication: practise taking part in a teleconference. 

- grammar: study how to use pronouns for reference. 
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Unit 6 - Risk – Vocabulary I 
 

 

The following words and phrases appear in the text you are going to read in this section: 

 

 adept good at doing something that is quite difficult. 

 He became adept at getting her to listen to his ideas. 

  

habitual done as a regular habit. 

Complaining about change sometimes becomes habitual. 

  

let alone used after a statement to emphasize that because the first thing is not true or possible, 

the next thing cannot be true or possible either. 

There isn't enough room for us, let alone any guests. 

  

assessment the act of judging or forming an opinion about somebody / something. 

Objective assessment of the severity of the problem was difficult. 

  

sound adj. sensible; that you can rely on and that will probably give good results. 

He gave his client some very sound advice. 
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Talking about different kinds of risk: Read the text and complete 

the collocations. 

Select the three verbs that collocate with the noun risk, for example recognize risk. You can refer to 

the text to help you. 
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Talking about different kinds of risk: Match the verbs to the 

definitions. 
Match the words in bold in the text with the definitions. 

 

 
 

Unit 6 - Risk – Vocabulary II 
The following words and phrases appear in the recording you are going to listen to in this section 

of the online course: 

 

the other side of the coin the aspect of a situation that is the opposite of or contrasts with the one 

you have been talking about 

Most of the factories in the city have closed, but the other side of the coin is that technology start-

ups are moving in. 

  

justifiable done for a good reason, and therefore acceptable. 

He took justifiable pride in his achievements. 

  

sizeable quite big 

Income from tourism accounts for a sizeable proportion of the area's total income. 

  

severity the degree to which something is serious or bad. 

He's not aware of the severity of his mistake. 
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Talking about different kinds of risk: Categorize the adjectives 
Decide if the adjectives have a positive or a negative connotation. 

 

Decide if these adjectives mean 'careful' or 'not careful'. 

 

Unit 6 - Risk - Communication 
The following words and phrases appear in the recordings you are going to listen to in this section 

from the online course: 

 

pipe dream a hope or plan that is impossible to achieve or not practical. 

I know it's a pipe dream, but I'd love to be CEO one day. 

  

carbon offsetting calculating your carbon emissions and purchasing 'credits' from emission 

reduction projects 

Quick Air is the first airline in Europe to offer carbon offsetting to passengers. 

  

termite mound a pile of earth that is built by a group of termites (insects similar to ants) as their 

home 

They had accidentally disturbed a termite mound. 

   

uptake the use that is made of something that has become available. 

There has been a high uptake of the free training. 
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Key words from the unit related to taking part in a teleconference: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taking part in a teleconference: Practice 
 

Read the dialogue and write the correct words to complete the sentences. You must only use one 

word in each space. 
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Unit 6 - Risk - Grammar: Referencing using pronouns. 
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Referencing using pronouns: Practice 
 

What does the word that, this, or it refer to in each phrase? Match the explanations with the 

pronouns in CAPITALS. 

 

Look at the two sentences below and then choose the correct pronoun to complete rules 1 and 2. 

 

“Well, if you remember, we did explore THIS last year - THAT was just before you joined us Khalid - 

and we decided IT wasn't the route to go down.” 

 

“What do you think of THIS? We offer customers the option of paying …” 

 

1 If you want to refer to something that is clearly distant or in the past, use __________. 

 

2 If you want to refer to something new, important, more current or relevant, use __________ 
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