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Unit 8 - United States 

 

 
 

 

The objectives for this unit are: 

 

- reading: read a text about differences between American English 

and British English. 

- colloquial English: learn some American English words. 
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Unit 8 - United States - Reading: Key phrases 
 

The following words and phrases appear in the text you are going to read in this section: 

  

mindset a set of attitudes or fixed ideas that someone has and that are often difficult to change. 

You won't get him to try anything new - he has a very conservative mindset. 

  

persuasion of the type mentioned. 

I have some acquaintances of the Liberal persuasion. 

  

play out happen or take place. 

The same scenario plays out all over the country every Monday morning. 

  

mooch be somewhere not doing very much. 

He's happy to mooch around the house all day. 

  

tag along go somewhere with someone, especially when you have not been asked or invited 

Do you mind if I tag along with you tonight? 

 

blurt out say something suddenly and without thinking carefully. 

She blurted it out before I could stop her. 

  

draw on (of a period of time) pass by and approach the end. 

Night was drawing on. 

 

whys and wherefores the reasons for something 

I have no intention of going into the whys and wherefores of the current situation. 

  

vernacular the language spoken in a particular area or by a particular group. 

He spoke in the vernacular in order to reach a wider audience. 

 

insight an understanding of what something is like. 

I hope you have gained some insight into the difficulties we face. 
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Language is the dress of thought: check your understanding 

Decide if the statements from the text are true, false, or not mentioned... 

 

1. The author's friend is staying in a hotel.  

2. When Americans finish eating in a restaurant they ask for the check.  

3. The author is not used to walking long distances on a regular basis.  

4. The author thought his British friend wanted to post something on the Internet.  

5. The British man's wife lives in London.  

6. The author agrees with what Samuel Johnson said.  
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Language is the dress of thought: skill transfer: Practice 

Write a short paragraph to answer each of these questions: 

 

What differences between British English and American English have you encountered? 

Why do regional variations develop? 

What dialects are there in your native language? 

 

 

 

Unit 8 - United States - American English 
 

These American English words are taken from the text you read in the previous section. Most of 

these words are also used in British English, but with different meanings: 

  

momentarily in a moment    pants trousers 

I'll join you momentarily.    I've spilled some ink on my pants. 

  

closet wardrobe or cupboard   mail send a letter or packet by post 

He took a clean shirt from the closet   Did you mail the letter I gave you yesterday? 

and started to get dressed. 

  

check bill, amount to be paid in a restaurant bill note, paper money 

Can we get the check, please?   He left a ten-dollar bill as a tip. 

  

table postpone or leave an idea or proposal moot irrelevant; having little or no relevance 

 for a later date     The issue became moot after the company 

They tabled the proposal until the next meeting. changed its policy. 
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American English: Practice 

All of the sentences contain examples of British English. Replace one word in each sentence with 

an American English equivalent.  
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