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Unit 8 - Ireland 

 

 
 

 

The objectives for this unit are: 

 

- reading: read a text about why Irish English is different from other 

varieties of English. 

- colloquial English: learn some Irish English words and expressions. 
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Unit 8 - Ireland - Reading: Key phrases 

 

The following words and phrases appear in the text you are going to read in this section: 

  

mindset a set of attitudes or fixed ideas that someone has and that are often difficult to change. 

You won't get him to try anything new - he has a very conservative mindset. 

  

commonality a shared feature or attribute 

We can see commonalities between these languages. 

  

stem from be the result of something 

Most of the company's problems stem from a lack of organization. 

  

for starters used to emphasize the first of a list of reasons, opinions, etc. or to say what happens first 

We'll have to get rid of some staff for starters. 

 

turn of phrase a particular way of describing something 

She always has a lovely turn of phrase. 
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Why do the Irish speak the way they do? Read the text and answer the 

questions I 
Decide if the statements from the text are true, false, or not mentioned... 

 

1. There is more than one Irish accent. 

2. Irish people tend to avoid using the words 'yes' and 'no'. 

3. Monks first started to teach English to the Irish people.  

4. In Irish English people use singular and plural forms of 'you'.  

5. The Irish have only one way of saying 'hello'.  

6. The author thinks that the weather in Ireland is good. 

 

 

Why do the Irish speak the way they do?: Read the text and answer the 

questions II 
Read the text again and answer the questions. 

 

If you ask an Irish English speaker the question 'Can you show me on the map?', what is the most 

likely reply? 

A. Yes, of course. 

B. Yes, I can.  

C. I can 

 

What does the Irish English phrase 'l have Irish' mean?  

A. I can speak Gaeilge. 

B. I was born in Ireland. 
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C. I can speak Irish English. 

 

If an Irish person says to you 'I'm after meeting Billy', what do they mean? 

A. The have just met Billy. 

B. They are meeting Billy right now. 

C. They are going to meet Billy. 

 

What does 'l do be going to the cinema of a Sunday' mean? 

A. I’m going this Sunday.  

B. I go every Sunday. 

C. I went last Sunday.  

 

When might you hear the phrase 'There you go now' said? 

A. When someone is asking for something. 

B. When someone give you something. 

C. When someone gets on a train.  

 

The phrase 'your man' refers to what? 

A. A stranger 

B. A friend 

C. Any person 

 

Unit 8 – Ireland - Irish English 

 

These Irish English words, phrases, and structures are taken from the text you read in the previous 

section:  

 

be after doing used in place of present perfect 

with 'just' for recently finished actions 

I'm after going to the corner shop. = I've just been 

to the corner shop. 

  

yous plural you 

A Did yous come along the Fearnley Road? 

B We did. 

  

do be doing habitual present, used in place 

of present simple for habits 

We do be working in the garden at 

weekends. = Every weekend we work in the 

garden. 

  

How are ye keepin'? How are you? 

How are ye keepin'? I haven't seen you for 

ages. 

  

What's the story? What's up? / How are you? 

So, what's the story with you and your man 

there? 

  

give us give me 

Give us a cup of tea, will ye? 

  

There you go now! Here you are! (when 

giving someone something) 

There you go now! Have a grand day! 
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Not a bother. You're welcome. 

A Thanks for the tea. 

B Not a bother.  

  

your man that man 

When I crossed over the way your man was 

coming in the other direction. 

  

grand good; great 

Well, now, isn't that just grand. 

Irish English: Practice 
Choose the correct words to complete the conversation between two Irish friends. 
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