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Unit 3 - Skills Practice 

 

 
 

 

 

The objectives for this unit are: 

 

- reading: read a text about making cultural mistakes when visiting 

other countries. 

- writing: write a covering letter for a job application. 
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Unit 3 - Skills Practice - Reading 
 

The following words and phrases appear in the text you are going to read in this section: 

 

gaffe an embarrassing mistake made in public 

He made a terrible gaffe in front of his bosses. 

 

splinter a small, thin, sharp piece of wood or glass that has broken off a larger piece 

I’ve got a splinter in my finger and I can’t get it out.  

 

bestow (formal) give something to somebody, especially to show respect 

She was bestowed with gifts at her retirement party.  

 

blunder make a stupid or careless mistake 

The government blundered in its handling of the crisis. 

 

repast (formal) a meal 

The repast was fit for a king. 

 

paramount more important than anything else 

Innovation is paramount in our business. 

 

overbearing trying to control other people in an unpleasant way 

I don’t like the way she talks to people. It’s very overbearing. 

 

chagrined (formal) feel disappointed, humiliated or annoyed 

I felt chagrined when he told me he was too tired to come to my party. 
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Learning to avoid cultural gaffes: Read the text and check your 

understanding I 

Read the text and match the typical behaviours with the parts of the world. 

 

  



Level 11 Upper-Advanced C1  
 

23 

 

Learning to avoid cultural gaffes: Read the text and check your 

understanding II 
Read the text again and choose the correct answers. 

 

Raymond Carroll says that ‘profound discomfort’ comes from… 

A. being ignored. 

B. discovering new things. 

C. making errors in public. 

D. nodding your head in Bulgaria. 

 

What does Rick Stevens think people from the United States should do in Europe? 

A. Be more relaxed about time. 

B. Stop leaving tips for waiters. 

C. Visit fewer restaurants. 

D. Waste less money. 

 

Flavio Frontini says Italians… 

A. do not eat much for breakfast. 

B. don’t like talking about themselves. 

C. have very specific eating and drinking habits. 

D. wear their coats indoors. 

 

People in Far Eastern countries tend to… 

A. be arrogant. 

B. be modest. 

C. like parties. 

D. talk about themselves. 

 

The author believes that travel is… 

A. a chance to practise new behaviours. 

B. a way to make new friends. 

C. an opportunity for us to grow. 

D. the only way to learn about other cultures. 

 

The author wants travellers to… 

A. accept their mistakes. 

B. pay more attention to the local people. 

C. travel less. 

D. visit the United States. 
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Unit 3 - Skills Practice - Writing 

 
The following words and phrases appear in this section: 

 

Covering letter/cover letter (BrE/AmE) a letter containing extra information that you send with 

something, such as a job application.  

Send a CV and covering letter to the following address…  

 

Farewell the act of saying goodbye to somebody.  

She said her farewells and left.  

 

Relish to get great pleasure from something.  

Teaching children with disabilities is something she relishes.  

 

Proficient able to do something well because of training and practice.  

I’m a proficient user of Microsoft Excel.  
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Covering letters: Read the text and check your understanding 
Read the job advert and covering letter and complete the sentences. You must write one to 

three words in each space. Sometimes there is more than one correct answer. 
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Covering letters: Match the paragraphs to their functions 
Match the functions on the right to parts 1-7 of the covering letter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Covering letters: Complete the phrases 
Complete the sentences with the correct words. You must only write one word in each space. 
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Covering letters: Practice 
You have seen the following job advert in a 

national newspaper. Write a covering letter 

to apply for the position using the phrases 

you have learnt in this section.   
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