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Unit 12 - New Zealand 

 

 
 

 

The objectives for this unit are: 

 

- reading: read a text about New Zealand English words and 

phrases falling out of use. 

- New Zealand English: learn some idiomatic expressions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Level 11 Upper-Advanced C1  
 

87 

 

Unit 12 - New Zealand - Reading: Key phrases 
 

The following words and phrases appear in the video and text in this unit of the online course: 

  

Kiwi (informal) a person from New Zealand; from, of, or relating to New Zealand 

When you go to New Zealand, if you want to understand the Kiwis, you need to learn some Kiwi 

slang. 

  

harrumphing express dissatisfaction or disapproval. 

Your grandfather is harrumphing about the younger generation again. 

  

stoically able to suffer pain or trouble without complaining. 

She stoically accepted her illness. 

  

rant loud or angry complaint. 

I find his rants against the government boring. 

  

pedantic too worried about small details or rules 

His insistence on always doing things this way is a bit pedantic. 

  

pounce move suddenly to attack or catch something. 

The cat pounced on the mouse as it came out of the hole. 

  

heck (informal exclamation) used to show that you are slightly annoyed or surprised. 

Oh, heck! I'm going to be late! 

  

interloper a person who is present in a place where they do not belong. 

She felt like an interloper at the family reunion. 

  

pervasive existing in all parts; spreading gradually to all parts of a place or thing. 

There's a rather pervasive smell in this hotel. 

  

cringe feel embarrassed or uncomfortable about something. 

I cringe when I think about what I said. 

 

make headway make progress, especially if it is slow and difficult. 

We are making headway with the negotiations. 

 

baffling confusing; difficult to explain. 

Many countries' customs are baffling to foreigners. 
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Unit 12 - New Zealand - Reading: Kiwi words under attack 
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Kiwi words under attack: check your understanding 

According to the article, are these words considered to be New Zealand English or not? 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Unit 12 - New Zealand - Colloquial English 
 

These New Zealand English words and phrases are taken from the text you read in the previous 

section: 

  

truck a large road vehicle for carrying heavy goods and materials; a lorry. 

Emergency supplies arrived by truck. 

  

away laughing finish or do something with no problem. 

He's done the shopping and is away laughing. 

  

mates' rates getting a good deal from someone. 

I got the computer really cheap. Trev sold it to me at mates' rates. 

  

pack a sad be moody or bad tempered. 

Don't be late, mate, or he'll pack a sad. 

  

clobbering machine pressure from society to conform with accepted standards. 

If you try to be different, the great big clobbering machine will get you. 

  

tiki tour scenic route 

We took a wrong turn and had to take a tiki tour back to Wellington. 
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a box of fluffies a very happy state; wonderful, great 

Everything is a box of fluffies. 

  

tramper a person who goes on long walks; a hiker 

The trampers took a tiki tour so they wouldn't get hit by any trucks on the road. 

  

New Zealand English: Practice 

Use the correct words to complete the sentences. 

 

1 The _____ turned left at the end of the street and parked for the night. 

2 She's done her homework and is _____. 

3 I got a good deal on the car. I bought it at _____. 

4 He's been _____ ever since he broke up with his girlfriend. 

5 The Kiwi _____ doesn’t like anybody to stand out from the crowd. 

6 We took a _____ around Lake Taupo at the weekend. 

7 Everything is a _____ at work at the moment. 

8 We met a lovely pair of British _____ coming down The Remarkables. 
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