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Unit 2 - Careers 

 

 
 

 

The objectives for this unit are: 

 

- vocabulary: learn words and phrases to compare career paths 

and choices. 

- communication: practise managing discussions and sharing ideas 

in a meeting. 

- grammar: study how to express attitudes to the past. 
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Unit 2 - Careers – Vocabulary I 
 

The following words and phrases appear in the text you are going to read in this section: 

  

aspiring wanting to start the career or activity that is mentioned 

Aspiring managers need to be good communicators. 

  

scrutiny careful examination 

Our company's environmental record has come under scrutiny recently. 

  

rung a step on a ladder or in a series 

She's on the bottom rung of the promotional ladder. 

  

get up rise; go up 

He's not going to get up to chief executive officer unless he improves his attitude. 

  

ruthless hard and cruel; determined to get what you want whatever the cost 

He has a ruthless determination to succeed. 

Making the right move 
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Comparing career paths and choices: Complete the verbs 
Match the prepositions with the verbs to form multi-word verbs from the text. 
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Comparing career paths and choices: Practice 

Complete the questions with the correct endings. 

 

 

 

 

Unit 2 - Careers – Vocabulary II 
The following words and phrases appear in the recording from the online course: 

  

lateral to one side on the same level, rather than up or down 

It was a lateral move rather than a promotion. 

  

be sidelined be prevented from taking part in an activity 

He was sidelined because he wasn't good at working in teams. 

  

 

Unit 2 - Careers – Vocabulary II 
 

broaden become wider; make wider 

If we broaden the appeal of our products, we'll sell more. 

  

ambassador a person who acts as a representative for an organization 

Employees who attend conferences are ambassadors for their company. 

  

scope opportunity or ability to do something; potential 

There's still plenty of scope for improvement. 

  

demotivating make somebody feel it is not worth making an effort 

Having perks taken away is very demotivating. 

  

demotion a move to a lower rank or position, often as a punishment 

He decided to leave the company rather than accept the demotion. 
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Comparing career paths and choices: Match the phrases with their 

meanings. 
Match the phrases on the right with the meanings on the left. 
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Unit 2 - Careers - Communication 
 

 Key words from the unit related to managing the discussion in a meeting: 

 

 
 

 

Managing the conversation in a meeting: Practice 

Choose the correct word to complete the sentences. 
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Unit 2 - Careers - Grammar: Expressing attitudes to the past. 

 

Expressing attitudes to the past: Practice 

Choose the correct ending to complete the sentences. 
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