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Unit 4 - Britain 

 

 
 

The objectives for this unit are: 

 

- reading: read a text about British stereotypes. 

- colloquial English: learn some idiomatic expressions. 
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Unit 4 - Britain - Reading: Key phrases 
 

The following words and phrases appear in the text you are going to read in this section: 

  

quirk an aspect of somebody's personality or that is a little strange. 

He has the quirk of staring at his food before he eats it. 

  

preserve an activity, job or interest that is thought to be suitable for one particular person or 

group. 

Free time is no longer the preserve of the rich. 

  

rank and file the ordinary members of an organization. 

The rank and file of the workforce need to be consulted about this. 

  

pragmatism thinking about solving problems in a practical and sensible way. 

Her pragmatism is a real asset to the company. 

  

proliferation a large number or sudden increase of something. 

The proliferation of crime in this city needs to be dealt with. 

 

nuanced slightly differentiated in meaning or quality. 

The report is complex and finely nuanced. 
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Stereotypes: check your understanding: Practice 

Decide if the statements from the text are true, false, or not mentioned... 

 

1. The British don't drink much coffee.  

2. The British think of themselves as practical and sensible.  

3. The author thinks it's natural to talk about the weather.  

4. British people aren't interested in food.  

5. Chefs are treated like pop stars in Britain.  

6. Britain has more classes than other countries. 

 

 

 

Stereotypes: skill transfer: Practice 

Write a short paragraph to answer each of these questions: 

 

What are the stereotypes about your country? 

Why do we use stereotypes? 

What dangers do using stereotypes bring? 

 

 

 

Unit 4 - Britain - Idiomatic expressions 
 

These idiomatic expressions are taken from the text you read in the previous section: 

  

once and for all conclusively, finally 

Let's see if we can dispel some of the myths once and for all. 

  

go from strength-to-strength progress with increasing success. 

Since then, the annual event has gone from strength to strength. 

  

in all likelihood very probably 

In all likelihood you'll be offered a cup of tea. 

  

stuff (informal) things or material of an indeterminate kind. 

Don't worry if you don't like the stuff. 

  

a means to an end a thing not valued in itself but useful for achieving an aim. 

Queuing is a means to an end. 
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on the face of it apparently; without knowing all the relevant facts. 

On the face of it, there doesn't seem much sense in chatting about the weather. 

  

it turns out it transpires; it proves to be. 

It turns out everyone talks about it. 

  

be the first to admit willingly accept that something is true. 

The British are the first to admit that fish and chips is not exactly the height of culinary 

sophistication. 

 

 

 

Colloquial expressions: Practice 

Correct the mistakes in the following sentences: 
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