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Unit 11 - Skills Practice 

 

 
 

 

 

The objectives for this unit are: 

 

- reading: read a text about eco-tourism 

- writing: write a mailshot. 
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Unit 11 - Skills Practice - Reading 

 

The following words and phrases appear in the text you are going to read in this section: 

 

Tempt attract somebody or make them want to do something, even if they know it’s wrong. 

I was tempted by the dessert menu. 

 

lounge the act of sitting, standing or lying in a lazy way 

I'm going to have a lounge on the sofa. 

 

weigh up decide or consider 

We need to carefully weigh up all our options. 

 

plaudits praise and approval 

His work won him plaudits from the bosses. 

 

geek a knowledgeable and obsessive enthusiast 

He's a bit of a computer geek. 

 

commend recommend 

The organization has little to commend it. 

 

upside the more positive aspect of something that is generally bad 

The upside of this plan is that we make more money in the short-term. 

 

pamper take care of somebody very well and make them feel as comfortable as possible 

Pamper yourself with our new range of beauty treatments. 

 

stay put remain somewhere 

I told him to stay put until we come and get him in the car. 

 

put paid to stop suddenly 

Maria put paid to our ideas of expanding the company. 

 

insatiable always wanting more of something 

There seems to be an insatiable demand for new smartphones. 
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Reading:  Benidorm - the new face of eco-tourism? 
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Benidorm - the new face of eco-tourism? Read the text and answer the 

questions 
Read the text again and then match the person to the opinions. 
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Unit 11 - Skills Practice - Writing 

 
The following words and phrases appear in this section: 

 

consultation a formal meeting to discuss something. 

There were extensive consultations between the two parties. 

 

Enforce make sure people obey a particular law or rule. 

It’s the job of the police to enforce the law.  

 

Peak times moments when the greatest number of people are travelling. 

The train journey always takes longer during peak times. 

 

core the central and most important part of something. 

 

have an edge / have the edge have a slight advantage 

Speedwells & Company have the edge on us. 

 

get your hands on obtain something 

We've been trying to get our hands on the software update for ages. 

 

get lucky be fortunate 

We got lucky when we found this supplier. 

 

hacker a person who secretly finds a way of looking at and / or changing information on 

somebody else's computer system without permission 

We've had a hacker trying to get into the system to steal credit card details. 
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Mailshots: Match the paragraphs to their functions 
Match the functions on the right to parts 1-5 of the mailshot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mailshots: Read the text again and answer the question 
Is this good advice or bad advice when writing mail shots? Look at the text as an example. 
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Mailshots: Practice 
Read the task and write your mailshot in the space provided. 
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